DEMOCRACY

Democracy is the freedom to be yourself
Freedom to make your own decisions

Freedom to be different

Decisions means making choices

That is where the arts, anything that involves creativity in whatever form is crucial

Only I can paint my pictures, only you can write your words

To make sensible decisions you need to know the bigger world, what other people are thinking, have done etc

Education and access to information

Democracy means protection to have your own ideas and not to need to kill someone else who has different ones

To live and let live
It implies being a good listener
Tolerance essential therefore

“You cannot call yourself spiritual if you don’t respect another’s religion” and so it is in society as a whole. We must respect another person’s point of view. 

l

Not to be typecast

To be different without being a threat

Variety and not sameness

The person not the herd

A chance to discover your individuality

Proliferation of styles in all the arts

Democratic art? Perhaps, or perhaps not.  But a democratic process that allows art to flourish and for  people to reach their full potential, yes.  (In a dictatorship you reach the top in any field because of your connections and loyalty to whoever is in charge. Job reservation in all spheres. Official art And official everything else – music, architecture, news, dress, transport etc.)

Elitism is usually a pejorative word, but in sport, literature, music, politics, banking, medicine, the cream rises, elitism rules. We would not think of entrusting our lives to a doctor who didn’t know whooping cough from a sprained ankle. We choose our best players in cricket, our surgeons are amongst the best in the world, we have an Oscar actress and Nobel Prize winners. 

Elitism can only flourish in a democracy. 

Introspection to discover oneself. Unlikely that Tando Mamma and Bonita Alice would have been, could have been mainstream ten years ago. Looking for the universal through intimate and personal introspection. They are both by-products of democracy

