BANDHINI

BANDHINI – the Indian technique of dyeing fabric with patterns of minute dots using a tie and dye process. Literally, tiny knotting from bandh: knotting and ni : tiny.  Today mass-produced bandhini fabric is machine printed.

Bandhini is the visual theme running through my new works.

 I am fascinated by the idea that the subject of a painting may not reveal itself immediately. You may see other things first. There is no background or foreground. It is all one. That is not to say that everything is equally important, just that everything is important. Robin Orlin once told me me how she always had more than one thing happening on stage at any given moment, so that you didn’t know where to look. You were constantly distracted. Find the subject and immediately it vanishes. Incidentals intrude. One’s mind is like this. We can think about many things at the same time.

 I take fragments from here and there that have never until then met and now have to spend their lives together comparing notes.  My paintings are like an arranged marriage. 

When I talk about India I mean the big one across the sea and Durban, my India. In my mind they are the same thing. When someone called Durban the suburbs of India, I knew exactly what she meant. Living in these suburbs for thirty-five and more years, India has invaded my mind and my thinking. 

